
  

“This [book] is one of the first instances in which we’ve considered a principal to be exceedingly wise.  
Duct Tape equals more fun with obviously much less mess.” –Jim and Tim, The Duct Tape Guys 
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Good Things Come in Small Packages 

“A beachside lost-and-found adventure, told from a kid’s point of view. … The image of this 
forest of feet and legs is delightfully funny…. The well-paced watercolor illustrations, 
abundant with marvelous, comic details, are a neat complement…. This boardwalk frolic 
proves even small fries can solve big mysteries.” –Kirkus Reviews 
 

Ben is short and his best friend, Zip, is even shorter. One day while they 
stroll along the boardwalk, a sudden summer shower blows in. There’s a clap 
of thunder, and Zip runs off in fear! 
 

Ben pushes through the crowd to find Zip, but being so short, all he sees 
are knees. Ben climbs onto a bench, but now all he sees are bellies. He 
clambers onto a picnic table, and all he sees is hair! Ben even climbs the 
lifeguard stand, the highest point on the beach, sure he’ll glimpse his friend, 
but Zip is nowhere to be found.  
 

Ben finally does find him, somewhere only a short little dachshund like 
Zip could be – hiding out beneath the boardwalk! The adventure ends as two 
short friends snuggle and munch popcorn while puddles dry and beachgoers 
emerge from under the awnings. “Ben and Zip beneath the boards, safe from 
stormy weather. A hug, a lick, a scratch, a yawn, two short friends together.” 

 

 
Ben & Zip: Two Short Friends is a rousing 

read-aloud for kids of all sizes. A tribute to 
friendship, boardwalks, and summer at the beach, 
Ben & Zip will keep kids laughing, cheering, and 
guessing until the very end – when two short 
friends are reunited.  
 

Joanne Linden is the author of three non-fiction children's 
books. She lives in Eau Claire, WI, and Ben & Zip is her first 
fiction picture book.  Tom Goldsmith has illustrated for the 
North American print market for more than twenty years. He 
lives in Coldwater, Ontario, Canada, and Ben & Zip is his 
second picture book. 

 

Contact: Marissa Newman  
publicity@flashlightpress.com  
For release: April 2014 

 

Written by Joanne Linden, Illustrated by Tom Goldsmith 
April 2014, Hardcover, 32 color pages, ages 4–8     $16.95 US/CAN 
ISBN 978-1-9362612-8-4    Distributed by IPG    www.ipgbook.com 
Available at bookstores everywhere. 
 
 

 

www.FlashlightPress.com  
facebook.com/flashlight.press  

twitter.com/FlashlightPress 

 

mailto:editor@flashlightpress.com
http://www.ipgbook.com/
http://www.flashlightpress.com/

