
picture story books 
that explore and illuminate 

I Need My Monster 
Author: Amanda Noll 
Illustrator: Howard McWilliam 
Flashlight Press, April 2009 
Hardcover + jacket 
32 full color pages 
Ages 4–8 
$16.95 US 
ISBN: 978-0-9799746-2-5 
 
Available at bookstores everywhere. 
 
Distributed by IPG, 
Independent Publishers Group. 
www.ipgbook.com 

 
 
 
 

It’s 8 o’clock. Do you know where your monster is? 
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NEW YORK: One night, when Ethan checks under the bed for his 
monster, he finds a note instead: 

“Gone fishing. Back in a week. – Gabe” 
 
What will Ethan do? He needs a monster under his bed. How is 
he supposed to get to sleep if his monster is gone? Substitute 
monsters appear, but none is as perfect as Gabe. Herbert’s teeth 
aren’t sharp enough, Mack’s slobbering induces giggles, and 
Cynthia’s tail isn’t scary at all! This will never work! 
 
In the fine tradition of Mo Willems, Ed Emberly, and Mercer 
Mayer, I Need My Monster pokes fun at monsters and brings 
them down a peg, even while praising their monstrous qualities. 
 
With humor and suspense, I Need My Monster demonstrates 
how useful having a monster-friend can be. This great read-
aloud has delightfully monstrous artwork, and tons of funny, unexpected details. Don’t miss the nail polished 
claws, the slouchy 1940s hat, and the fish skeleton Gabe is chawing on when he finally returns. 
 
I Need My Monster is a topsy-turvy monster-under-the-bed book for all monster-loving kids. The perfect 
balance of giggles and shivers will keep you under your covers, and you’ll soon be sleeping soundly – as long 
as you’re willing to sacrifice the occasional pillow to keep your monster from nibbling your toes…. 
 
 
Amanda Noll lives in Spanaway, Washington with her husband and children. The monster under her bed is named Gertie, 
and this is her first picture book. Howard McWilliam has won awards for his cartoon and illustration work, and is published 
in a wide range of UK magazines and newspapers, including The Daily Telegraph and The Week. He lives with his wife in 
Kingston-Upon-Thames, England, the monster under his bed is named Brompton, and this is his first picture book. 
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