
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandcastle + Imagination = Dragon 
 

 

NEW YORK: “If you build a perfect sandcastle, a dragon will move in,” 

and that’s exactly what happens to one very lucky boy at the beach in 

When a Dragon Moves In (Flashlight Press, May 2011). 

 

Together, the boy and his dragon fly a kite, brave the waves, and roast 

marshmallows – all while Dad is busy sunbathing and Mom is reading. 

 

But when the boy’s family refuses to acknowledge his magnificent new 

friend, the dragon becomes a force to be reckoned with, devouring every 

last sandwich, blowing bubbles in the lemonade, and leaving claw prints 

in the brownies. Children will dissolve into giggles and the dragon will 

snicker along, Heh-heh-heh. 

 

Suddenly the boy goes from being mostly ignored to being the center of 

attention. “That wasn’t me,” he insists. “It was the dragon.” Is there really 

a dragon running around on the beach or is a little boy’s imagination just 

running wild? 

 

Jodi Moore’s story walks a tightrope between fantasy and reality, celebrating 

friendship and imagination. Award-winning cartoonist Howard McWilliam’s 

masterfully animated illustrations capture the sun-drenched beach and the 

gamut of emotions shared by these frightfully cute companions. 

 

When a Dragon Moves In honors the universal art of building sandcastles 

and ignites our timeless fascination with dragons. This mischievous tribute 

to summer and fantasy will delight dragon-loving kids of all ages. Now there’s a new reason to look forward to 

the beach – to try to build the perfect sandcastle in the hope that a dragon will move in. 
 

Jodi Moore is a freelance magazine writer and former chief contributing editor of the Promo Network. She lives in 
Boalsburg, PA, and this is her first picture book. Howard McWilliam's first picture book, the critically acclaimed I Need My 
Monster (Flashlight Press, 2008), has sold over 100,000 copies in both hardcover and paperback. At age 12, Howard was 
chosen as National (UK) Young Cartoonist of the Year. He has gone on to illustrate frequently for The Sunday Telegraph 
(UK) and is the regular cover artist for The Week magazine (UK & US). Howard lives in Kingston Upon Thames, England.  
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