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“Guess what, Dad?” 
“What?” 

“Today I ran away.”
“You did? Why?” 
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“Because my purple shirt was dirty.”
“That is serious. Was that all?” 

“No! I wanted Sugarific Toasted Squares for breakfast,  
but they were all gone.”

“Who could stay in a house without Sugarific Toasted Squares?  
So that’s why you ran away?” 

“No, there's more.”
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“I yelled, I WANT MY PURPLE SHIRT!  
I WANT SUGARIFIC TOASTED SQUARES!” 

“Oh. What did Mom say?” 
“She said, ‘Time out, young lady.’”
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“I see. So you ran away to your room.” 
“No, Silly. You can’t run away to your room.” 

“No, I suppose not.” 
“I went to my room and got out my markers and made Mom a picture.”

“Good idea. A peace offering?” 
“Yes, but the purple marker made me wish for my purple shirt.” 

“You do like purple.” 
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“So I decided to make another purple shirt.” 
“How did you do that?”

“Easy. I colored my white one.” 
“Hmm. What did Mom say?”

“She didn’t like it.” 
“What did she do?”
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“She took away my markers and shut the door. 
Banished to my bedroom.”

“Like a princess in a tower.”
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“So I decided to run away.” 
“How did you escape?”
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“When Mom called me for lunch I told her I was running away. 
She said, ‘Oh! Then I’ll make this to-go,’  
and she slipped my sandwich into a bag.”

“How nice of Mom.”
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“She kissed me and waved good-bye.”
“Where did you go?” 

“Nowhere. I remembered something.”
“What did you remember?” 

“I'm not allowed to cross the street!”
“That does make it hard to run away.”
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“Mom must have figured out my problem because she said, 
‘How about your pop-up tent?’”

“Mom is clever.”
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“So we popped up the tent 
and I ran away to the back yard.”

22



23



“Didn’t you get hungry?” 
“No. I ate my sandwich. And Mom brought me some cookies.”

“You must have been lonely.” 
“No. I had Hilda Bunny and Charlie Dog.”

“Were you bored?”
“No, Daddy! I had books and blocks and games and crayons.”

24



25



“No markers?” 
“Not for a week.” 
“That seems fair. 

So why did you come home?”
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“Hilda Bunny and Charlie Dog got hungry. 
And Mom was making spaghetti and meatballs.”

“The best. So, did you need a truck to bring all that stuff home?” 
“I didn’t bring it home.”

“Why not?”
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“Because Mom says I can run away again soon.”
“What do Hilda Bunny and Charlie Dog say?”

“They say ‘yes’ – as long as we come home for dinner.
So what do YOU think, Daddy?”

“About what?”
“Do you want to run away with us tomorrow?”
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